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FEBRUARY – the month of 

hearts, love, ground hogs and famous 
birthdays!  Celebrate by doing 
something different.  At dinner, pack 
your food in a basket, spread a blanket 
on the floor, and have some fun eating 
picnic-style!  Remember to make the 
14th special.  What a fun holiday!  Spend 
a little time every day making your world 
and your child’s world a better place.   
 

WINTER WEATHER 
REMINDER:  We hope that the 

website has helped everyone to be able 
to get all the latest updates in a timely 
fashion.  If you have not been using the 
website, please take a moment to check 
out www.fallstonchildcare.org.  All 
current notes and details are posted on 
the site regularly.  You are only a click 
away from knowing exactly what is 
happening!  On the top left side of the  
home page, you can see if Harford 
County Public Schools are opening on 
time and if Fallston Child Care Center is  
operating on a regular schedule.  
Additionally, e-mail blasts will be sent  
out with details and reminders.  
Remember, you can opt in or out at any 
time by following the subscribe 
information at the bottom of the home 
page.  Please, please, please make 
sure you are getting them and reading 
them.  You can also follow us on Face  
 

 
book for up to the minute reminders. 
     We wish to thank all of you who 
remember to send an email or call to tell 
us your plans.  Headcounts are so 
helpful in planning for food, staffing, and 
whether we need to open and heat the 
downstairs. 
     How are weather decisions made?  
Please know that weather conditions are 
monitored closely.  The easiest 
scenarios are the ones that occur 
overnight with enough time to have the 
roads cleared and salted.  These types 
of mornings rarely affect your child care. 
The toughest days are the ones where 
roads are bad at rush hour.   
     First, we must make sure that 
conditions are safe for travel and that it 
is reasonable for staff members to get in 
to work.  Then, we must make sure that 
heat and electricity are in good working 
order before opening the school.  Lastly, 
the parking lot and sidewalks must be 
addressed so that you have reasonable 
access to the school once you arrive.  
Once these items have been assessed, 
we aim to make a decision by 6:00 am 
so that you have time to create your 
own plan.  Details are then updated on 
the website, Facebook, and a mass 
email is sent out.  
     In questionable weather, please 
continue to remain alert to any weather 
changes or deteriorating conditions 
once you have dropped your child off.  
Please do not drop your child off and not 
check on conditions again until you pick 

http://www.fallstonchildcare.org/


up at 5:30!  We make it very easy for 
you to know what is happening, but you 
must check!   
     Fallston Child Care Center closes at 
5:30 p.m.  We strongly urge that all 
parents formulate contingency plans to 
insure all children are picked up from 
the Center while travel is still safe for 
students and staff.  Your child’s safety is 
the most important consideration.  We 
cannot leave our job until your children 
leave the Center, no matter what the 
weather conditions.  We will be here for 
you until you or your designee arrive.  
Please make the necessary 
arrangements. 
     Finally, we wish to thank all our 
families for their patience and 
understanding while we are making our 
early morning decisions. 
 

FACEBOOK:  While we are 

mentioning Facebook, many of you are 
visiting our page regularly now.  If this 
service is something you find useful, 
consider taking a moment to leave us a 
review.  Thank you very much to those 
of you who already have. We appreciate 
your taking the time to do that!   
 

SUMMER CAMP:  We are so 

excited to announce Summer Camp 
2020 for your little ones!  So much to 
see and do!  We can hardly wait.   
     BASED ON THE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
CALENDAR TODAY, the last day of 
school in Harford County is June 9th.  
That means Summer Camp will run from 
Monday, June 15th through Friday, 
September 4th. The first day of public 
school next year is scheduled for 
Tuesday, September 8th.  That means 
there are twelve weeks of summer this 
year! 
     Be aware that the last day of public 

school may change depending on how 
many school closings we experience.  
The first day of summer camp is always 
the Monday after school lets out.  If you 
are a family that has been with us 
through the school year and are 
continuing with us for the summer, you 
will have no interruption of care. 
     Please be aware that we do offer a 
“week to week” option for families who 
travel or participate in other activities 
over the summer.  It has been so 
successful, that we have decided we will 
offer it again this summer.  So, you will 
be able to pick and choose which weeks 
you would like to attend for an additional 
fee of $30/week.  This option will be 
offered ONLY for the weeks of Summer 
Camp.  Keep an eye open for the form 
that will ask you to choose those weeks 
you will need.  You will be asked to 
commit to the weeks you need by 
March, so please start thinking about 
that summer vacation and those 
swimming lessons now! 
      

“TOOTH TALK” PUPPET 
SHOW PRESENTED BY 
BEL AIR SMILE 
PARTNERS:  On Tuesday, 

February 25th, Dr. Jimmy Schall from 
Bel Air Smile Partners will be visiting our 
school with some of his helpers.  They 
will be teaching our students about 
proper dental hygiene through an 
interactive puppet show.  Come find out 
how Flossy and friends are learning to 
take care of their teeth!  All are welcome 
to attend the show.  There is no charge, 
but permission slips will be distributed 
soon.  We are grateful for this local 
business doing wonderful community 
outreach work for us at no charge.  
Thank you, Dr. Jimmy!    



 

“GLOW GERM” 
HEALTHY HYGIENE 
PROGRAM PRESENTED 
BY UPPER 
CHESAPEAKE HEALTH 
LINK:  As we move through the 

month of February, we will continue to 
work on health and hygiene.  On Friday, 
February 7th, nurses from Upper 
Chesapeake Health Link are coming to 
spend the morning with our little ones.  
They will be teaching all about the 
importance of hand washing.  The 
children’s hands get sprayed with 
“germs” and they must wash them.  
Then, they get to inspect their hands 
under a black light and find out that 
there are more germs to be washed!  It 
is a very cute activity that demonstrates 
just how important it is to really scrub!  
Permission slips are currently being 
collected.  There is no fee for this 
activity.  
 

HEART HEALTHY 
FITNESS DAY:  On 

Wednesday, February 19th, we will be 
having a special event for all 
preschoolers.  Karen Emmett, owner of 
Emmett Fitness is a personal trainer 
who is passionate about improving 
one’s health through daily fitness and 
nutrition.  Fallston Child Care Center is 
lucky enough to have her come spend 
the morning with our little ones!  
Students will attend her sessions all 
morning by age group.  She will be 
emphasizing the importance of food 
choices and getting up and moving 
every day.  There will be lots of fun 
physical challenges for all!  All currently 

registered students are welcome, 
regardless of your child’s schedule.  If 
you plan for them to participate, but it is 
not their scheduled day, please plan to 
stay with them throughout the activity. 
Keep an eye open for permission slips 
coming to cubbies soon.  The fee is 
$5.00/child.  We sure are looking 
forward to this one! 

 
NEW PAVILION:  Some of our 

keen-eyed parents have noticed some 
construction occurring outside the 
downstairs school wing.   
     Ground was recently broken for the 
church’s brand-new outdoor pavilion.  
This is a special Eagle Scout project by 
high school senior, Timmy Saltzer.  He 
is a church member, who took the 
project required of rising to the level of 
Eagle Scout, as an opportunity for 
improving our church and school 
grounds.  Timmy is also a former 
Fallston Child Care Center student.  He 
sure is doing us proud now!  
     The target goal date for the 
completion of this pavilion, is by the start 
of July.  It is going to be a cement slab, 
completely covered area in which picnic 
tables will be available.  There will be 
electricity running to it as well.   
     We are particularly excited about this 
because it will provide an awesome 
space for our students to enjoy an 
outdoor lunch and a variety of other 
activities.  We are growing and 
improving in so many ways!  Thank you, 
Tim, for taking on this huge 
responsibility! 

 
STAFFING CHANGE:  Miss 

Alisha Kifer, one of our afternoon aides, 
is excitedly wrapping up her senior year 
at Fallston High School.  As she is 



carrying three AP courses and working 
on college admissions, it is necessary 
for her to step back from her 
responsibilities at FCCC and focus on 
this very exciting time.  We wish her the 
best of luck in the future and know that 
she will be successful in finding a 
college that is a perfect fit!  Her last day 
will be Friday, February 14th.  Be sure to 
give her a goodbye and some well 
wishes! 
     Miss Lia Snyder has been hired as 
her replacement.  Lia is a junior at 
Fallston High School and has come to 
us on the recommendation of several 
FHS teachers.  She is eager to learn all 
about our program and procedures and 
is busily training now in preparation to 
step into her new job.  She will begin on 
Monday, February 10th.  Take a moment 
to welcome her! 

 
HOLIDAY CLOSING:   
Fallston Child Care Center will be 
closed on Monday, February 17th in 
observation of Presidents’ Day.  There 
will be no public school or daycare on 
this day. 

 
REGISTRATION FORMS: 
All in-house registration forms were due 
Friday, January 10th.  We are now 
actively filling remaining spots from the 
public waiting list.  Confirmation forms 
will come out as soon as all registration 
is complete. 
    Please understand that once classes 
become full, we turn people away from 
the public and lose potential new clients. 
We ask that you honor the spots you 
chose.  Please do not hold a spot you 
are not sure you are going to use. 
      

TUITION:  Please be reminded 

that tuition is due on the first day of the 
week you attend of a “tuition due” week. 
There is a $20.00 late payment fee that 
is attached to accounts that are not paid 
on time.  Accounts may not carry 
balances from one pay period to the 
next.  Please pay promptly.  Also, 
please take a moment to look at your 
receipt each pay period.  In many cases, 
families are carrying a balance and not 
noticing.  This is particularly easy to do if 
you are utilizing automatic payment from 
your bank.  Checks just keep being cut 
for the same amount while additional 
fees (such as school closing days) are 
not being addressed.  Please always 
glance at your receipt.  Your balance will 
ideally be zero. 
 

GRADUATION:  Did you know 

we have 17 students in our four-year-old 
program right now who are preparing for 
Kindergarten in the Fall?  It will be here 
before we know it!   
     In the interest of giving LOTS of 
notice, Fallston Child Care Center’s 
graduation ceremony will be held this 
year on the evening of Thursday, June 
4th.  If your child is in Miss Diane’s or 
Miss Bobbi’s and Miss Nina’s four-year-
old class, please put this date on your 
calendar now.  There will be lots of 
material coming your way as we get 
closer! 
 

2019 TAX REPORTS:  All 

2019 tax reports have been completed 
and personally handed to all families.  If 
you did not get one, or if you need 
another copy, just ask in the office. 
 

VALENTINES:  Don’t you just 

love the month of hearts and kisses and 
candy and surprises??  While valentines 
are completely optional here at school, 



we do encourage you to do them with 
your child to practice appropriate pencil 
grasp and letter formation, depending 
on your child’s age.  It can be a fun 
activity with Mom and Dad, and they 
achieve a sense of pride when they 
distribute them to friends!   
     You will find a complete list of names 
by class on the backside of this month’s 
newsletter.  In the interest of privacy, 
this will not be available on the website. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
ARE IN ORDER:  She did it!  

Miss Charla Moore, one of our school 
age teachers extraordinaire, just 
graduated from Towson University with 
a dual bachelor’s degree in Elementary 
Education and Special Education.  She 
is such a hard worker and one smart 
cookie! 
     Charla attended Fallston Child Care 
Center as a child many years ago.  She 
returned to us a few years back as an 
aide.  She then became a teacher and 
then got her school age certification.  
(This is an additional certification 
beyond that needed for a preschool 
teacher).   
     Within a month of her December 
graduation, she was hired by Harford 
County Public Schools as a full time 
second grade teacher at William Paca 
Elementary.  We knew, with her 
amazing love of children and passion for 
teaching, it wouldn’t take her long to 
secure a job with the school system.  
They are very lucky to have her! 
     Miss Charla will continue to be a part 
of our school age program here as well. 
She will still return at the end of the day 
(after her other job) to help close the 
Center.  She will also be working with us 
on public school closing days.  And she 
can’t wait to be a part of our Summer 

Camp 2020! 
     Congratulations, Charla!  Your 
Fallston Child Care Center family is so 
very, very proud of all you have 
accomplished! 
 
SPARE CLOTHES:  Did you 

know that there are currently 70 plus 
little ones who come to learn and play 
here every day?  With this many kiddos 
traveling back and forth, there is a potty 
accident, a milk spill, or something else 
virtually every day. 
     Cubbies are provided to make sure 
that every child has a full change of 
clothes available to them at all times.  
We are finding that many parents have 
not provided them and then, when an 
accident occurs, teachers are 
scrambling to find something clean for 
your child to wear.  Additionally, sheets 
and clothes we are lending out, 
sometimes do not find their way back to 
us.  
     Please take a moment today to go 
through your child’s cubby and make 
sure that they have a full set of 
seasonally appropriate clothes, down to 
socks and underwear.     
Thank you for help with this 
housekeeping task! 

 
FROM OUR TEACHERS: 
 

MISS KAYLA’S TWO- 
YEAR-OLD-CLASS: Happy 

February to all of our daycare families!  
It is the month of love, and I have so 
much planned to do with your little ones. 
     We are going to be working on the 
colors purple and pink as well as the 
shape of a heart.  Fitting for the month! 
     The children will be introduced to 



letters P, Q, R and S. 
     We will also be working hard on our 
units of Healthy Habits.  We will have a 
dentist from Bel Air Smile Partners visit 
and present a puppet show on proper 
dental hygiene and we will also have 
nurses from Upper Chesapeake here to 
teach all about the importance of 
handwashing. 
     On Friday, February 14th, we will 
have a special Valentine’s Day snack.  
Please see the list attached to this 
newsletter to help your child write 
valentines to their friends. 
     Happy Valentine’s Day to all! 

 
MISS MAURA’S-TWO 
YEAR-OLD-CLASS:  Are 

you ready for the month of hearts?  I 
am!  We will use this shape to make lots 
of fun projects.   
     The colors for the month are purple 
and pink.   
     We have now come so far in the 
alphabet!  This month, we will be 
introducing P, Q, R, and S.   
     February is Healthy Habits month.  
We will learn all about our body and 
things we need to do to take care of it so 
we will grow big and strong.  
     On Friday, February 14th, we will 
have a special Valentine’s Day snack.  
See the attached class list so you can 
help your child write their valentines. 
     Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 

MISS ROSIE’S THREE-
YEAR-OLD CLASS:       
Wow!  February already!  We will be 
introducing letters P, Q, R and S.  We 
will be learning the colors pink and 
purple and the shape of the month will 
be a heart.  We will be comparing sizes 
as well (ie-small, medium, and large).  

We will also continue working on our 
numbers and patterns.  We are working 
hard on writing our names.   
     This month we will be learning about 
polar animals and pets.  We will also 
learn about Presidents’ Day and Ruby 
Bridges.  This month is also about 
dental health so we will be learning 
about animal teeth!   
     We will have a special valentine 
snack on Friday, the 14th.  If you would 
like to bring in Valentine cards, a class 
list is provided on the back of this 
newsletter.  Please have your valentines 
in by the 12th. 
    Happy Valentine’s Day to all! 
     

MISS BEKAH’S THREE- 

YEAR-OLD CLASS:    
February is the month for exchanging 
valentines and we will be exploring the 
workings of the post office.  We will be 
experiencing concepts of writing, how to 
address an envelope, and working 
together. 
     Valentine’s Day is quickly 
approaching and I have lots of holiday 
crafts to share. In preparation for 
Valentine’s Day, there is a cardboard 
mailbox in the classroom in which your 
child may place their Valentines.  They 
will be “delivered” on the 14th in each 
child’s “mailbox”. A class list is attached. 
There is a special snack planned for this 
day as well.  
     Our colors for this month are pink 
and white.  
     The shape of the month is a heart.    
     We will continue writing our names 
and practicing numbers 1-10.   
     We will be introducing letters P, Q, R, 
and S.    
     We will be discussing Size (small, 
medium, and large).   



     We will also be discussing how to be 
healthier and how to make good food 
choices so we can be healthy and 
strong.  
     Happy Valentine’s Day! 

      

MISS DIANE’S FOUR- 
YEAR-OLD CLASS:  Can 

February be here already?  It’s hard to 
believe we are halfway through the 
school year!  We have been working so 
hard on the letters of the alphabet and 
the sounds that they make.  We are so 
excited!  We are learning sight words 
and smashing bug words!  What a fun 
way to learn!  We have been learning 
new songs too!  Have you heard the 
“Tooty Ta” song or “If You’re a Kid”? 
     Letters this month will be P, Q, R and 
S.  Themes this month will be Healthy 
Habits and Dental Health.  We will also 
be making many beautiful Valentine art 
projects.  We will have a special snack 
and exchange Valentines on Friday, 
February 14th.  What a great way for 
your child to practice writing his or her 
name!  Our class list is provided in the 
back of this newsletter. 
     Mid-year evaluations will be 
distributed.  If you have any questions, 
please don’t hesitate to ask. 

            
MISS BOBBI’S AND 
MISS NINA’S FOUR-
YEAR-OLD CLASS:  Brrr!  

Wow, it’s cold!  What will the groundhog 
predict?   
     We focused on several favorite 
authors in January and will continue to 
hear about more favorites this month.  
Ask your child about author, illustrator, 
dedication page, book spine, and more! 
 Next time you’re at the library, check 

out a book by Eric Carle, Laura 
Numeroff, Audrey Wood, Jan Brett, or 
Lois Ehlert. 
     We have been practicing our 
manners in school and I can tell that you 
are working on them at home as well!!  
We will continue this unit all month.  I’ve 
heard many friends saying “excuse me”, 
“thank you”, and more than one 
“please”!  There has been lots of hand 
washing going on, too!  Great job!  We 
will continue with letters P, Q, R, and S. 
Wow! The end of the alphabet is in 
sight!  Keep practicing at home…it really 
makes a difference.  Be sure to practice 
letter sounds as well. 
     In class, we continue to practice 
skills that help with social development. 
 Children are working on problem 
solving and conflict resolution.  They are 
becoming wonderful at compromise and 
coming up with good solutions for when 
a conflict may arise!  We are learning 
that friends work together to create a 
kind and happy environment! 
     We will do some “heart art” and 
make individual mailboxes for a card 
exchange.  A class list is provided on 
the back of this newsletter.  This is a 
good time to practice name writing.  You 
address the envelope and have your 
child sign each card!  Please turn these 
in by Wednesday, 2/12. 
     Stay warm!  It’s Dental Health Month, 
so brush, brush, brush!  We will be 
learning all about how to practice proper 
hygiene.  Keep up the good work on 
homework sheets, practice healthy 
habits, and review pre-k sight words! 
     Happy Birthday to Ryan (2/13) and 
Joey (2/27)! 
                

MISS CHARLA’S AND 
MR. CHRIS’S SCHOOL 
AGE GROUP: February is here! 



Snow days are possible so make sure 
your child brings snow gear so that we 
can go out and enjoy the outdoors when 
possible.  
     Special note for Valentines - If your 
child chooses to do valentines, we will 
keep “mailboxes” in the gym so your 
student can deliver them.  
     We will have a special snack on the 
14th to celebrate Valentine’s Day. 
     February 14th is an early dismissal 
day! We will be learning to play some 
new games, so be sure to bring your 
tennis shoes. 
     Happy Birthday wishes goes to Luke 
(2-27) 
     Happy Valentine’s Day!   
 

MUSICAL “NOTES” 
FROM MISS JACKIE:       
     February music!  We have now 
discussed vibration (how sounds are 
made), rhythm (the steady beat or 
feeling of music), and melody (the tune 
of the music). 
     Each month we investigate a new 
musical concept, sing some of our 
favorite songs, and just have fun with 
music.  
     Music can be loud like a lion or quiet 
like a baby chick.  Have you ever 
listened to Haydn’s “Surprise 
Symphony”?  It is a great example of 
dynamics.   
     We will also review our 
fundamentals.  Music is a beautiful 
language.  Spell your child’s name to a 
familiar tune…they will love it!  Sing it 
loudly and sing it softly and always keep 
a song in your heart! 
 

SPANISH WITH MISS 
VAL:   We have come such a long 

way with our new language!  We are 

now counting to 10 and have become 
very familiar with color words.  We are 
now working on the alphabet and 
“feeling” words.    
     Studies show that the earlier a 
language is introduced, the more natural 
it will become.  More and more colleges 
and employers are seeking applicants 
who are bilingual.  As society becomes 
more global, the need for shared 
communication grows in necessity.  
Foreign language is not currently offered 
in elementary school.  Budgets are 
being whittled away daily.  But, in eighth 
grade (as the curriculum currently 
stands), students participate in a 
language unit that introduces them to 
Spanish, French and German.  It allows 
them to experience it so that they can 
decide if they want to choose a foreign 
language in high school.  I can’t tell you 
how many children (including my own) 
have pursued Spanish in high school 
because they got a taste of it right here 
in preschool all those year ago!  The 
learning experience is truly an ongoing 
process!  
     We have been particularly focused 
on trying to use our vocabulary words in 
normal classroom conversation  
throughout the day!  What fun!  I love 
when they pass my office door and yell, 
“hola!” 
 
 

Happy  
Valentine’s  

Day! 
      

 



 
 
 
 
 
      
   
 


